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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4211

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Sommers, Curtis and Sinpson

Read first tinme 01/24/2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

BE I T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article XlI, section 3 of the Constitution of the state of Washington to
read as foll ows:

Article XI, section 3. (1) No new counties shall be established
whi ch shall reduce any county to a population |ess than four thousand
(4,000), nor shall a new county be forned containing a | ess popul ation
than two thousand (2,000). There shall be no territory stricken from
any county unless a nmpjority of the voters living in such territory
shall petition therefor and then only under such other conditions as
may be prescribed by a general |aw applicable to the whole state.
Every county which shall be enlarged or created fromterritory taken
fromany other county or counties shall be liable for a just proportion
of the existing debts and liabilities of the county or counties from
whi ch such territory shall be taken: Provided, That in such accounting
neither county shall be charged with any debt or Iliability then
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existing incurred in the purchase of any county property, or in the
purchase or construction of any county buildings then in use, or under
construction, which shall fall within and be retained by the county:
Provided further, That this shall not be construed to affect the rights
of creditors.

(2) For purposes of efficiency, cost savings, and inproved service,
two or nore counties may consolidate or nerge any statutory or
constitutional function or structure, in a nmanner as prescribed by | aw

The legislature my inplenent this subsection and may place
addi tional requirenents or conditions on the consolidation or nerging
of statutory or constitutional county functions or structures by
enacting general laws applicable to the whole state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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